Mutual Aid Box Alarm System

MABAS Division I

Regular Meeting Minutes

May 11, 2011
	President
	Vice President
	Secretary/Treasurer

	Chief Ron Stewart
	Chief Robert Gorvett
	DC Scott Andersen

	Rolling Meadows F.D.
	Hoffman Estates F.D.
	Palatine F.D.

	3111 Meadow Drive
	1900 Hassell Road
	39 E. Colfax Street

	Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
	Hoffman Estates,IL 60169
	Palatine, IL 60067

	(847) 397-3352
	(847) 843-4825
	(847) 202-6345

	stewart@cityrm.org 
	robert.gorvett@hoffmanestates.com
	sandersen@palatine.il.us



MABAS Division I

 Membership

Members present at this meeting were:

	Arlington Heights
	Ken Koeppen
Bernie Lyons
	Palatine
	Scott Andersen
Randy Freise

	Des Plaines
	Randy Trost
	Palatine Rural
	Hank Clemmensen


	Elk Grove Township
	Absent

	Rolling Meadows


	Ron Stewart

Scott Franzgrote

	Elk Grove Village
	Dave Miller

Scott Miller
Michael Loesch
	Schaumburg
	William Spencer

	Hoffman Estates
	Robert Gorvett


	Streamwood
	Absent

	Mt. Prospect
	Chris Truty
Henry Dawson
	Wheeling
	Absent

	Northwest Central
	Cindy Brick

	
	

	
	
	
	


Presentation: None
Call to Order: 1335 Hours

Pledge of Allegiance
Recognition of Members: Div.C Paul Wallis and Capt Jim Conn (Palatine) and Captain Mark Harper (Schaumburg).  
Approval of Minutes: 

Motion – Approval of minutes of the March 9, 2011 meeting.
Made by: William Spencer
Seconded by: Scott Miller
Motion passed by unanimous vote
Treasurer’s Report: Scott Andersen reported that as of 4-30-2011 the “Checking” account balance was $15,221.17 and the “Money Market” account balance was $41,241.51.  
Motion – To accept the treasurer’s report.

Made by: Hank Clemmensen
Seconded by: Ken Koeppen
Motion passed by unanimous vote

Presentations
TRT and Cell Towers:  On behalf of the Division 1 TRT team Captain Mark Harper explained the hazards of radio frequencies when operating on or around cell towers.  Since most of the equipment on a cell tower is deactivated remotely it is important for members working on or around the towers to insure that the equipment has been deactivated.  This is accomplished with a RF monitor.  
Motion – To purchase a RF monitor at a cost not to exceed $2,000.00.

Made by: Bob Gorvett

Seconded by: Hank Clemmensen

Motion passed by unanimous vote

Rehab Policy:  Division Chief Paul Wallis presented a rehab policy and recommended that it be adopted by the Division 1 Chiefs.  It was modeled after Division 12’s rehab policy and contains input from Dr. Ortinau and the NCH EMS System.  It is also recommended that departments reach out to volunteer organizations to assist during rehab scenarios.  Ron Stewart requested that the policy be submitted to the Division 1 Policy and Procedure subcommittee for final review and recommendations.  Ron Stewart also asked if the Palatine Rehab Team that consists of volunteers would be interested in being a Division wide Rehab team.  Chris Truty inquired into rehab tags and William Spencer wanted to insure that companies be cycled through rehab and not individual members of companies.

Haz-Mat Team Consolidation Committee:  Hank Clemmensen reported that the recent meeting went well and the following key issues were identified:  Disband HMMRT and CERT and bring under Division 1 as East and West teams, require 24 hours / man / year of training with 8-12 hours of that being joint departmental training.  It will be up to the team leaders, team members and department chiefs to insure that the training has been completed.  HMMRT and CERT will need to research governance and take the necessary action(s).  HMMRT has funds set aside and CERT does not (What will happen to these funds?).  Jim Conn is asking for a commitment from each department to participate in 4 large scale drills per year.  2 hosted by the East Team and 2 hosted by the West Team.  Dave Miller suggested that a “Training Box” card be set up to provide district coverage for crews that attend these training exercises and that the committee still has more to discuss regarding training.  
Committee Reports

MABAS Executive Board: No report.
First Responder Task Force:  No report.
Communications/Box Cards: Cindy Brick asked that new box card drafts be sent to NWCDS for review as well.  William Spencer asked if box card #’s can be given out by NWCDS when they are dispatching box alarms.
Training:  No report.
Dive Team:  Randy Freise reported that Wheeling will be hosting a drill on May 18th for Divisions 1 & 3.  Also reviewed Palatine’s March 24th drowning at Harper College and thanked all who responded for a job well done.  Recapped the May 4th Water Operations seminar in Peoria, IL.  Highlights were: Of the 68 Divisions in Illinois, 48 were present at the seminar and casted votes concerning Underwater and or Swift Water teams.  The results of this survey will be coming shortly.  MABAS wants to fund underwater and swift water teams in the state similar to Haz-Mat and TRT.  Completion should take 3-5 years.  However we can expect a 30% reduction in federal funds as has been the case with Haz-Mat and TRT teams.  This may not happen until later this year.  A sample State Wide Box card was submitted for review.

A Water Rescue Team Budget Request was submitted including a Penquin Ice Ladder and 2 C-Fish Underwater Search/Investigation Cameras to be housed with the sonar units at Elk Grove Village and Wheeling.

Motion – To purchase 1 Penguin Ice Ladder and 2 C-Fish Underwater Search/Investigation Cameras for a price not to exceed $3,800.00.

Made by: Bob Gorvett

Seconded by: Hank Clemmensen

Motion passed by unanimous vote

Motion – To approve up to $1,000.00 of instructor fees for a Division 1 Water Craft Technician Class. 
Made by: Hank Clemmensen

Seconded by: William Spencer

Motion passed by unanimous vote

Randy Freise reported that the Lynwood Dive Competition will be offered this year with no entry fee and they are looking for a Division 1 team to enter.

TRT Team: Bill Spencer reported that the Division 1 TRT team will be conducting a drill on May 16th from 0830 – 1600 hours at NIPSTA.
Hazmat Teams: No report.  
MABAS Website: Chris Truty is looking for help with the Division 1 website.
Old Business:  Ron Stewart reported that MABAS has identified Blue Card as a best practice.  The on line portion costs approximately $400.00, the “Command In A Box” contains all required equipment to perform the practical portion of the certification and costs $10,000.00 and the train the trainer course cost is $4,000.00.  Ron Stewart recommended that Division 1 follow MABAS by adopting Blue Card as a best practice and not mandate it.

New Business:  Ron Stewart reported that the Division 1 policy manual is being updated and once the project is complete it will be brought to the Division 1 Chiefs for approval.
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:  William Spencer asked for the status of the Tier II validation.  Ron Stewart advised that he will send out an e-mail once he is assured that the Tier II Validation portion of the MABAS web site works.

Randy Trost distributed a “Concerns with House Bill 1576” handout.

Hank Clemmensen cautioned that a “Regionally Accredited” university is required to get into the EFO program at the National Fire Academy.  There is a push to privatize EMS and Fire services in California.  Hank attended a Fire Alarm Summit and reported that for safety reasons the Las Vegas Fire Department does not respond on AFA’s.  Fire Rescue International will be in Atlanta this August. 
Motion - To adjourn the meeting

Made by: Ken Koeppen
Seconded by: Bill Spencer
Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Adjournment: 1515 hours

Next Meeting: July 19, 2011, 1330 hours, Arlington Heights Station 2.
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