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MABAS Division-1 Membership

Members present at this meeting were:

Chief Harris

Jeb Lyons and Erin Eaton

Arlington Heights 5./ roberts Northwest Central
Chief Christian Chief Gratzianna,
Barrington Palatine D/C Lavacchi, B/C Kluzek,
Div/C Buzzard
Bartlett F.I./FF Ackerman Rolling Meadows Chief Sutter

Mount Prospect

Chief Kane Chief Walters
Buffalo Grove Schaumburg o/C Ball
Des Plaines Chief Matzl Streamwood gﬁ;\" ﬁg‘;e\'fk'
Elk Grove Village [Chief Mikel Wheeling Chief Salela
Hoffman Estates  [Chief Wax Special Guests Ron TwoBUlls, ECC
[vemess Chief Kurka Stefanie Matsas and Brian
Hughes, MH Occ Health
Chief Dolan MABAS-IL

. CALL TOORDER BY PRESIDENT GRATZIANNA:
13:30 Hours — January 8, 2025, meeting at Arlington Heights FD — Station No. 2
1. President Gratzianna led the members in the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. President Gratzianna declared a quorum present.

II.  RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS: D/C Cory Ball in attendance; promoted to D/C of
Operations for Schaumburg FD.

ll.  PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

GUESTS: Stefanie Matsas and Brian Hughes gave a presentation on their mobile

occupational health services. Ron TwoBulls gave a presentation on fire service course
offerings at Elgin Community College.

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
1. Motion to accept the minutes from November 13, 2024.

A. Motion made by Mount Prospect — Second by Elk Grove Village.

B. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote (14 to 0).
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VI. TREASURER’S REPORT:
1. Chief Gratz reported on Treasurer Gabrenya’s behlaf that as of 12/31/2024, the

1.

C

hecking account balance was $16,471.71 and the Money Market account

balance was $228,198.40, for a Total Balance in accounts of $244,670.11.

N

oted that the Money Market account earned over $3,000 in interest last year.

Motion to accept the January 2025 financial reports made by Barrington and
second by Hoffman Estates. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote (14 to 0).

ViIl. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

MABAS Division 1 Executive Board — President Gratzianna

A.
B.

Itasca recently used the Div1l air truck for a drill
MABAS-1 Website

Continuing previous discussion in recognition of the 13-year-old website
needing a complete overhaul (past the point of just a refresh or update).
President Gratzianna is obtaining quotes for the March meeting.

MABAS lllinois Executive Board — President Gratzianna

A.

MABAS Award Policy; Hurricane Helene Humanitarian Award

e MABAS-IL is awarding the members of both the TF-1 Water Rescue Team
and the lllinois Water Rescue Team #1 that were deployed — and those
members’ employing agencies for the recent successful deployments;
contact Chief Ericksen at MABAS if you have not yet scheduled award
receipt. Gratz provided an overview on the MABAS awards policy that lives
on their website.

. Swiftwater survey 12-26-24

e The water rescue team completed this and sent back to MABAS-IL

Insurance cards: They are being distributed to departments with assets

MABAS IL Training Summit - February 17-21, 2025, in Bloomington
e i.Command training is the 17" to 19t

e ii. Communication training is the 19" to 215t Chief Harris motioned
that we should support up to 4 NWCDS dispatchers for the comms
training. No further discussion. Motion second by Schaumburg. Vote
passed by unanimous voice vote (14 to 0). Jeb Lyons will report back
to NWCDS.

3. Fire Investigations Team — Nick Ackerman

A. All 2024 meeting agendas and minutes have been sentto Sarah. Sarah also

B.

has 2025 meeting schedule for the website.

If you cover any unincorporated areas that are protected by the Cook County
Sheriff’'s Departmentthe OSFM should automatically respond to your scene per
their policy. If for some reason the OSFM does not arrive before you clear the
scene, please contact them first before leaving.

. The OSFM and ATF are now working together on fire scenes. If we request the

OSFM to the scene they might automatically request the ATF based on the
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incident information we provide them.

. Team meeting on February 6th at Bartlett Station #1. Guest will be Dale Smith,
OSFM Youth Fire Setting Intervention Coordinator. Dale will be discussing
changes to the program and the importance of obtaining a case number from
the OSFM for any youth fire setting cases.

4. Communications / Box Alarms —Jeb Lyons

A.
B.

C.

Reportto NWCDS if MABAS assets are used e.g. the air truck

Jeb will report back on how many dispatchers are able to attend the MABAS
summit comms training funding for his personnel, as in the past, at the
January 2025 meeting.

Wheeling joins NWCDS tomorrow January 9t

5. Training Committee — Div/C Buzzard

A.

B.

Arlington Heights- Working with HazMat on training opportunities for Division 1
members
Equipment

I. Smoke Machine (HEFD) not working and extremely expensive to ship
and/or repair. The committee came to the decision that almost all
members have machines and therefore no need to replace or repair.

. Training Seminar: MABAS Division 1 Leadership Conference has confirmed

Dr. Denis Onieal for 4/23/25 at Harper College. Costis $2,500 plus travel
expenses. $800 for Harper College. Roughly $4500.

I. Two topics: longer version of the Leadership discussion Lessons
Learned on the frontline and 4 minutes and 6 seconds: Incident
commander at a LODD.

ii. Seminar will be in the morning; flyer and sing-up link coming soon

iii. 10x spots for each department and then discounted rate for additional

. The committee is working together on a couple of OSFM initiatives

I. Annual Reimbursements- Due 2/28/25
ii. Re-Certifications of most OSFM Certs. by 12/31/25

. Chief Harris provided an update on the CNG garbage truck explosion fire.

Explained this could have killed many first responders. Discussed multiple
failures that led to event (relief valve failed, driver delayed call to 9-1-1 and
tried to extinguish fire on his own, hydraulic lines burned through so couldn’t
dump load in street). There are two types of garbage truck fires: chassis or
load; regardless, Groot says evacuate 1000ft and letit burn. NFPA updates
for these types of fires coming in March.

6. Water Rescue Team — D/C Markowski

A.
B.

Committee members stayed the same for 2025

New skills attestation sheets for each diver tracked by member and dept team
leader

Upcoming drills: AH in Jan, Pal in Feb both for ice dives

. Water Ops class in-house being planned for Mar 17-21
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E. New equipment has been purchased and implemented

7. Technical Rescue Team —B/C Kluzek

A. No incidents since last meeting

B. Training schedule set for 2025

C. MABAS-IL wants a 3-year commitment from team members to move up on
deployable rosters; they don’t wantto fund training for someone to notend up
deployable

D. Rope Ops, VMO, and VMT (and their new names) are no longer being
reimbursed

E. Equipment has been purchased and in-serviced

8. Hazardous Materials Teams — B/C Buzzard

A. Notable Incidents

Schaumburg- ATM deposits of potentially contaminated cash. FBI
contacted Lt. Mcintyre. Schaumburg completed sampling on several
components of the ATMs.

I. Schaumburg- Rental Truck Incident, worked with FBI and Homeland

Security to resolve hazardous materials transportation incident.

Arlington Heights- CNG explosion. HazMat & Training committees are
working with local companies and HAZARDS3 to get pricing on training
opportunities.

B. Equipment

Decon-1 surrendered back to MABAS IL (MRC). Adjust MABAS run
cards if needed.

Working with NWCDS on deployment steps of the RIID.

C. Training

iv.

HazMat Coordinators Meeting dates are set of 2025
Full Meeting and Training Calendar provided to Sarah at Palatine FD

1st Quarter drills start next week: Hosted by Mt. Prospect and Palatine re:
Division Metering Assets

April 9t & 10" have been scheduled for Division 1’s HazMat IQ Training

D. BioWatch in Division 1 Communities

Elk Grove and Schaumburg have 24/7/365 air monitoring biological
sampling devices in their towns.

Homeland Security would like to provide free training to those
departments to provide sampling of the units for confirmed hits so that
other divisions won’t need to be called in to sample.

Discussion on receiving the training specified above was favorable and
MABAS Division 1 Chiefs approve the training

9. MABAS Division 1 Logistics — Chief Gratz on behalf of D/C Mackeben

A. Insurance cards are being distributed for MABAS assets
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10. Health and Safety Committee — Div/C Roberts
A. Nothing to report since last meeting
11. Operational Guidelines/Policy Statements — D/C Lavacchi
A. OGPS #120 Open Meetings Act (5-year review) — FINAL SUBMISSION

I.  Hoffman Estates moved to approve OGPS #120 as presented. The
motion was seconded by Arlington Heights. The motion passed by
unanimous voice vote (14 to 0).

B. OGPS #411 Fire Investigation Training — INITIAL SUBMISSION

i.  This was presented for initial submission and will be voted-on at the next
meeting. Comments and suggestions are welcome ahead of time.

C. OGPS #420 Water Rescue Team Overview — INITIAL SUBMISSION

i.  This was presented for initial submission and will be voted-on at the next
meeting. Comments and suggestions are welcome ahead of time.

D. OGPS has about a dozen reviews scheduled for 2025.
VII. OLD BUSINESS:

1. Relocation of Decon-1: Decon-1 is back atthe MRC; contact Div3’s via RED or
DuComm for Div12’s; can also contact MABAS-IL if you need Decon-1.

2. Verizon Cell Service: Previously paying $108/mo for cell service on 3x old tablet
computers, intended for deployments, that were never used. Service has been
canceled.

3. Old Laptops: Laptops referenced above are obsolete (lastused in 2017?) and
chiefs are in favor of wiping them and selling on GovDeals.

IX.  NEW BUSINESS:

1. B/C Kluzek: Would like to purchase a tablet, Starlink dish, printer, and other
various equipment to be used for deployments. The Starlink service will work
anywhere and be kept ‘off’ until needed to be turned on ($50/mo. When turned
on). Equipment will be keptin a case on Schaumburg SQ55. Schaumburg
motioned to purchase the equipment, second by Buffalo Grove. Motion passed by
unanimous voice vote (14 to 0).

2. Box Cards on Divl Website: Check the website and make sure your
department’s box cards are current. NWCDS uses this feature.

X.  FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
1. Next Chief’s Breakfast Meeting: January 15, 07:30, Honeyberry in HE
2. Metro Fire Chief’s meeting: February 6 in Addison

3. Tablet Command: Chief Mikel reported that feedback from departments was
positive and will be discussed further at next week’s NWCDS meeting

4. Training calendars: Chief Mikel prompted a discussion on the amountof training
required by all the different agencies and disciplines and how to best accomplish
the training to meet everyone’s needs

5. Decon-3: Chief Matzl shared that Decon-3is housed in Northbrook and currently

00S
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6. Chief Salela noted that IML has released 2025 law updates
XI. NEXT MEETING:
March 12, 2025, at Arlington Heights Fire Station #2 @ 13:30 hours

May 14’s meeting may need to move (conflicts with IFCA symposium).

September 10 and November 12 are the other 2025 meetings scheduled.

Xll.  ADJOURNMENT:
e Motion to Adjourn the Meeting
o Motion made Schaumburg — Seconded by Streamwood
o Motion passed by unanimous voice vote
o Meeting adjourned at 14:45 hours

Minutes prepared by Secretary Mike Meyer
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