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MABAS Division-1 Membership 

 
Members present at this meeting were: 

Arlington Heights 
Ron Fraider 
Dave Roberts 

Palatine 

Patrick Gratzianna 
Paul Macaluso 
Rob Kluzek 
Scott Mackeben 
Matt Buzzard 

Bartlett  Palatine Rural Rich May 

Buffalo Grove 
Bill Wagner 
Mike Baker 

Rolling Meadows Jeff Moxley 

Des Plaines Dan Anderson Schaumburg Jim Walters 
Elk Grove 
Township 

 Streamwood  

Elk Grove Village 
John Lodewyck 
Rich Mikel 
Todd Rishling 

Wheeling Steve Mella 

Hoffman Estates Paul Bilodeau Special Guests  
Mount Prospect  NWCH  

Northwest Central Jeb Lyons   
                 
CALL TO ORDER:  
 
1330 Hours – June 2, 2021 meeting at Elk Grove Village FD – Station No. 8 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS:   
 
Introduction of all members in attendance 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - PRESENTATION: 
 
None 
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GUESTS: 
 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Approval of the March 10, 2021 meeting minutes is deferred to the September meeting. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Chief Gratzianna reported for the period ending April 30, 2021, the Checking account 
balance was $24,905.91 and the Money Market account balance was $92,399.26.   
 
Approval of the March 31, 2021 and April 30, 2021 financial reports is deferred to the 
September meeting. 
 
Chief Gratzianna will be preparing a draft OGPS that addresses Div-1 purchases (e.g., 
competitive bids, tax exempt purchasing, etc.).    
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
MABAS Executive Board: 
Chief Mikel provided the report in Chief Larson’s absence. Topics included: 

 Home Day at MABAS IL on June 3. 
 Royal Mortenson is retiring from the IFSI on June 8.   
 MABAS IL is hosting their exec meeting on June 23 in at the MRC. 
 A representation from Metra Commuter Rail is offering safety training programs 

for FD’s in the area.  This will be forwarded to the Training Committee to evaluate 
the possibility of hosting a Div-1 training program. 

 The Illinois Fire Chief’s Association will be hosting their annual conference in 
Peoria on Oct 18-20. 

    
First Responder Task Force: 
No Report Provided 
 
Communications/Box Cards:  
Jeb Lyons reported Box Alarms in the following municipalities since our last meeting: 

 Elk Grove Village on 4/5 
 Schaumburg on 4/23 
 No Box Alarms in May 
 Jeb is the Paging Coordinator at NWCDS.  Contact him with any problems. 
 Cindy Brick retired 

 
Training Committee: 
BC John Lodewyck reported: 

 COVID update… The group is discussing ideas to host training programs 
working within vaccination standards. 
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 Target/Vector Solutions Enterprise System – Progress continues.  The group is 

learning that all FD info would have to be inputted in a very particular way in 
order to work properly.   

 Target/Vector & OSFM Portal – Currently in review.  The group is determining if 
the member’s data can track and manage the new OSFM recertification 
requirements.  

 
Water Rescue Team: 
BC Todd Rishling reported: 

 No water rescue calls since our last meeting. 
 Chicago is hosting a statewide MABAS training drill in the 2nd week of June. 
 Tier-II cards are being reissued because it was found that some criteria was left 

off the initial cards. 
 Three (3) MABAS drills have been planned for the balance of the year. 
 An upcoming watercraft tech class is being coordinated through MABAS-IL which 

would make it reimburseable. 
 MOU’s between the IL-WRT-1 and individual FD’s will be forthcoming. 
 Motion to designate BC Todd Rishling as the Div-1 Chief’s Liaison to the WRT.  

o Motion made by DC Mella – Seconded by Chief Walters 
o Motion passed by unanimous vote 

 
Technical Rescue Team: 
BC Rob Kluzek reported: 

 Last TRT meeting was June 2, 2021. 
 One TRT incident reported in May (Palatine).  The call was handled by on-duty 

crews.  Box Alarm support was not required nor requested.  No other TRT calls 
since our last meeting. 

 Paratech representative will provide training at a divisional drill. 
 TRT leaders are considering hosting two drills monthly due to an overwhelming 

attendance at the single monthly meeting currently being hosted.   
 Next MABAS training drill (trench) is at Station 10. 

    
 

Haz-Mat Team:  
DC Paul Macaluso reported: 

 The HMT is working on an OGPS to set the requirement qualifications for Div-1 
HMT participation. 

 The HMT completed three public safety sampling training sessions in the first 
quarter of 2021, and participated in FBI explosive training in May. 

 Respective to the “Save our Cities” grant, the HMT is working with Chicago to 
share Div-1’s HM response plan. 

 There was no new equipment purchased since the previous meeting.   
 All of the Ludlam radiological detectors has been calibrated.  
 Motion to designate BC Matt Buzzard as the Div-1 Chief’s Liaison to the HMT.  

o Motion made by Chief Mikel– Seconded by DC Mackeben 
o Motion passed by unanimous vote 

 
 



MABAS Division-1 Chief’s Meeting – June 2021 Minutes 
4 | P a g e  

 
Division-1 Website 
DC Scott Mackeben reported: 

 DC Mackeben will take over the responsibility of managing the Div-1 website. 
 An OGPS is being drafted to list the procedures required to manage the website. 

 
Operational Guideline/ Policy Statement Sub-Committee.   
DC Bill Wagner reported: 

  Two (2) OG/PSs for review and approval 

o No. 130 – Public Information 
 Motion to approve the document by Chief Gratzianna    
 Seconded: Chief Baker 
 Motion passed by unanimous vote 

o No 305 – Passport Personnel Accountability System 
 Motion to approve the document by DC Mackeben 
 Seconded: DC Fraider 
 Motion passed by unanimous vote 

 The idea of preparing an OGPS to address Div-1 social media posts was 
discussed by the group.  The committee will research and prepare a draft. 

 
Fire Investigations: 
BC Dave Roberts reported: 

 Div-1 FIT training events have been well attended by the FD’s. 
 The next training session is August 3 and will cover Government Property Fraud 

and Com-Ed Smart Meters. 
 Committee members discussed how local drones have been utilized during some 

recent fires.   
 The committee is researching the new NFPA 921 changes. 
 The committee is evaluating differences between the BATS reporting system and 

the Image Trend program. 
 The committee is looking into the ‘Neighbors” app.  This program may allow FD’s 

to send public safety messages through the new Ring Doorbell program. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Chief Gratzianna found an old PortaCount fit tester at Palatine FD that appears to be a 
MABAS asset.  The tester has exceeded its service life and will no longer be serviced or 
calibrated by the manufacturer.  Gratzianna will reach out to MABAS to discuss the 
equipment disposal process.    
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FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
 
Promotions and Retirements 
Chief Mikel formally recognized the following members: 

 Chief Scott Andersen’s retirement 
 Chief Brian Lambel’s retirement 
 Chief Rich May’s pending retirement 
 Chief Paul Bilodeau’s pending retirement 
 DC Marv Kramer’s pending retirement 
 DC Pete Dyer’s pending retirement 
 DC Rick Acosta’s pending retirement 
 DC Pat Gratzianna’s promotion 
 DC John Dolan’s promotion 

 
MABAS Div-1 Light Trailer: One of the two Div-1 Generator/Light Towers was 
relocated from Schaumburg Station 53 to Palatine Station 84 – 220 W. Illinois Avenue.  
 
Cancellation of July Meeting: It was agreed by the group that the MABAS Div-1 July 
meeting would be cancelled.           
 
ADJOURNMENT:  

 Motion to adjourn the meeting at 14:44 by Chief Mikel 
 Seconded: Chief Walters 
 Motion passed by unanimous vote 

NEXT MEETING: 
 
September 8, 2021 at 1:30 PM 
Location TBA 


