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Mutual Aid Box Alarm System 
MABAS Division-1 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
November 9, 2022 
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Chief 
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Chief 
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Chief 
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Palatine F.D. Elk Grove Village F.D. Bartlett F.P.D. Hoffman Estates F.D. 
39 Colfax St. 901 Wellington Ave. 234 Oak Ave. 1900 Hassell Rd. 

Palatine, IL  60067 
Elk Grove Village, IL  

60007 
Bartlett, IL  60103 Hoffman Estate, IL 60169 

Ofc (847) 202-6340 Ofc (847) 734-8002 Ofc (630) 837-3701 Ofc (847) 843-4825 
pgratzianna@palatine.il.us rmikel@elkgrove.org wgabrenya@bartlettfire.com alan.wax@hoffmanestates.org 

 

MABAS Division-1 Membership 
Members present at this meeting were: 

Arlington Heights Hanselman Palatine 
Gratzianna 

Kluzek - Buzzard 
Lavacchi - Bemis 

Bartlett  Palatine Rural  

Buffalo Grove Kane Rolling Meadows  

Des Plaines  Schaumburg 
Puccini 
Walters 

Elk Grove Township  Streamwood 
Clark 
Myer 

Elk Grove Village 
Mikel 

Lodewyck 
Wheeling McGreal 

Hoffman Estates Clark Special Guests 
Laycoax – SIU 

Stemborski - Harper 

Mount Prospect 
Eckert 
Wang 

NWCH  

Northwest Central Lyons   

 

I. CALL TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT GRATZIANNA:  

13:31 Hours – November 9, 2022 meeting at Arlington Heights FD – Station No. 2 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 

III. RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS:  

Chief Walters (Schaumburg) introduced DC Fabio Puccini to the group 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT - PRESENTATION:  

None 

V. GUESTS:  

Mr. Lindsay Laycoax – Southern Illinois University Public Safety Mgmt. Program 

Ms. Agnes Stemborski – Harper College University Center 
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VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

1. Motion to accept the minutes from September 14, 2022 

o Motion made by Mikel – Seconded by Kurka 

o Motion passed by unanimous voice vote (9 to 0) 
 

VII. TREASURER’S REPORT:  

1. Treasurer Gabrenya reported that for the period ending 10/31/2022, the 

Checking account balance was $62,124.03 and the Money Market account 

balance was $92,464.87. 

2. Motion to accept the October 2022 financial reports. 

o Motion made by Walters – Seconded by McGreal 

o Motion passed by unanimous voice vote (9 to 0) 

3. Mt. Prospect was asked to look into uncashed check from July 

4. 2023 Budget is being prepared and presented at January meeting 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
 

1. MABAS Division 1 Executive Board – President Gratzianna 

o Departments asked to update Div-1 E-Page list 

o Div-1 Incident list was discussed and appears up to date 

2. MABAS Illinois Executive Board – Vice-President Mikel 

o MABAS Illinois Executive Board Meeting on 10/19/22 – Highlights 

i. IL TF-1 USAR one of 6 accredited teams out of 41 in country 

ii. Western Shelter and Light/Gen trailer tire replacement 

iii. Union Pacific RR HazMat Grant 

iv. IFSI Post Fire Decon buckets available at the MRC 

v. MABAS Foundation fund raiser 

vi. Master Agreement update approved 45-0 

 
3. Communications / Box Alarms – Jeb Lyons (NWCDS)  

No box alarms to report 

4. Training Committee – B/C John Lodewyck 

o DC Frank Viscuso – Leadership Training Program –March 22, 2023 @ 

Harper College.  Motion to approve Div-1 funds to cover travel and seminar 

costs.  

A. Motion made by Clark – Seconded by Mikel 

B. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote (9 to 0) 

o President and Treasurer positions up for election 
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5. Fire Investigations Team – Captain Matt Nagy Bill Eckert 

o Div-1 met 25 hours of training for 2022 

o OSFM attended Oct Div-1 meeting to introduce Greg Whalen (OSFM Cmdr.) 

o MABAS Div-4 & 5 interested in developing similar program as Div-1  

6. Water Rescue Team – B/C Todd Rishling Joe Markowski   

o Hosted Division 1 Watercraft Class 

o Division 1 Boat Survey 

o Division 1 Water Rescue Team Elections 

o 2023 Training calendar approved 

o April 8-hr deployment drill at Busse Woods 
 

7. Technical Rescue Team – B/C Rob Kluzek  

o  No callouts since last meeting 

o 8-hr training drill in EGV 

o Ross Chapman new Team Leader 

8. Hazardous Materials Teams – B/C Matt Buzzard  

o No callouts since last meeting 

o New Drager Xsite to replace Area Rae 

o Decon drill in December. 

9. MABAS Division 1 Website – D/C Scott Mackeben Gratzianna 

o Asking all FD’s to review their directory listing and send updates to DC 
Mackeben. 

10. Operational Guidelines/Policy Statements – D/C Anthony Lavacchi  

o OGPS No. 332 – High Rise Incidents (update to existing document) 

i. Motion to approve Div-1 funds to cover travel and seminar costs.  

ii. Motion made by Walters – Seconded by Kurka 

ii. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote (9 to 0) 
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11. Health and Safety Committee – B/C Dave Roberts D/C Bemis 

o Developing a draft for Post Fire Decon policy 

IX. OLD BUSINESS:  
 

1. Replacement Tires for Decon-1 – Arlington Heights received one quote for 

$4597.50 from Fries to replace all tire.  Cassidy Tire was approximately $500 

less.  Will reach out to Pomp’s in EGV to compare.   

2. Replacement of MREs for Western Shelter Deployments – Purchased 144 

MRE’s (12 cases) from SOS Supplies for $1615.73.  MRE shelf life under good 

conditions is approximately 5 years (2027). 

3. MABAS Division 1 Asset List on Webpage – A spreadsheet of MABAS Div-1 

assets is being prepared and will include VIN numbers for easier identification.  

X. NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. New MABAS Div-1 Verizon Coordinator – With the pending retirement of BC 

Michael Sharp, It was decided to have the Div-1 Treasurer the primary contact 

for the Verizon cellular tablets. 

2. MABAS Div-1 Response Updates Needed: - the current Div-1 response 

cards; Ambulance & Engine Strike Teams, Task Force Outgoing Response, 

and Interdivisional Box Card are in need of a revision.  Chief Walters 

volunteered to head up the project. 

3. MABAS IL Star-Com Radios – It is believed that the Motorola Star-Com 

radios were part of an ITTF grant back in 2008-2009.  The radios are outdated 

and unable to be updated.  Pending disposal. 

4. Trailer Tires – MABAS IL is coordinating the replacement of the tires on the Western 

Shelter trailer and the generator/light trailers. 

XI. FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:  
 

1. Harper College’s Emergency Services Training Facility – D/C Bemis 

provided a brief update of the proposed training facility at Harper 

2. Chief Chris Clark will be retiring from Streamwood FD on November 18.  DC 

Mike Meyer will be promoted to fill the vacancy.  Congrats to both men.  
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XII. NEXT MEETING:   
 

January 11, 2022 at Arlington Heights Fire Station #2 @ 13:30 hours 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT:   
 

 Motion to Adjourn the Meeting 

o Motion made by Clark – Seconded by Walters 

o Motion passed by unanimous voice vote (0 to 9) 

o Meeting adjourned at 14:30 hours 


