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MABAS Division-1 Membership

The following individuals were present at this meeting:

	Arlington Heights FD
	Lance Harris
	Northwest Central
	Erin Eaton
Jeb Lyons

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Barrington FD
	John Christian
	Palatine FD
	Scott Mackeben
Anthony LaVacchi
Rob Kluzek
Matt Buzzard
Adam Walsh

	Barrington-Countryside FPD
	Scott Motisi
	Rolling Meadows FD
	Pete Sutter

	Bartlett FPD
	William Gabrenya
	Schaumburg FD
	Cory Ball

	Buffalo Grove FD
	Lawrence Kane
	Streamwood FD
	Mike Meyer

	Des Plaines FD
	 
	Wheeling FD
	Steve Mella

	Elk Grove Village FD
	
	Special Guests
	Mike Crews (HTES)
Mike Ryan (HTES)
Norm Bemis (Harper)

	Hoffman Estates FD
	Alan Wax
	Northwest Community EMS System
	Scott Renshaw (BGFD)

	Inverness FPD
	 Richard Kurka
	MABAS-lllinois
	

	Mount Prospect FD
	Tom Wang
	
	



1. CALL TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT Meyer
Palatine Village Hall, 220 E. Wood St. Community Room B
1333 hours – March11th, 2026
President Meyer declared there to be a quorum present
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Led by President Meyer
3. RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS – President Meyer welcomed, thanked, and congratulated the following:
I. Scott Renshaw (Buffalo Grove Fire) on behalf of NCH

4. PUBLIC COMMENT or PRESENTATION
I. Harper College Fire Academy – Norm Bemis presented the current status of the academy. A ribbon cutting ceremony will be held on April 8th. The first Basic Operations Fire Academy will begin on June 1st. A fall academy will begin August 24th. OSFM approved Harper to be a non-affiliate class where the student will receive a recognition certificate upon completion. Once hired on a fire department the student can submit for full certification.
5. GUESTS – President Meyer welcomed
I. Chief Mike Crews (Hanover Township Emergency Services)
II. Mike Ryan (Hanover Township Emergency Services)
III. Norm Bemis (Harper College Fire Academy)
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
President Meyer presented the minutes from the January 14th 2026 meeting. A motion to approve the minutes from the January 14th 2026 meeting was made by Palatine and seconded by Inverness. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote (13-0).

7. TREASURER'S REPORT – Treasurer Gabrenya
I. Financial Report
a. 	As of March 12th, 2026, the checking account balance was $6,319.03 and the money market balance was $235,292.39 - for a total balance in accounts of $241,611.42.  
b. For January 1 through March 9th 2026, on an accrual basis, Total Revenues & Credits were $516.55 and Total Expenditures were $2,098.86, for a total balance of -$1,579.31.
c. A motion to approve the Financial Report was made by Hoffman Estates and seconded by Arlington Heights. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote (13-0).
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS
I. MABAS Division 1 Executive Board - President Meyer.
a. NWCD Training – A check was made to NWCD for their personnel who attended the MABAS training event in February.
b. MABAS Division 1 will be hosting the 4th annual Leadership Seminar on April 15th, 2026. Free for all Div. 1 members.


II. MABAS Illinois Executive Board – 
a. A tornado touch down in Kankakee County on March 10th causing widespread damage. MABAS Division 7 activated multiple box alarms for assistance. IL-TF-1 was put on standby but was not needed to respond.
b. MABAS Division 54 and 59 were realigned to make up the new MABAS Division 70.
c. Grant funding still an issue. House Bill 4144 will need support to keep the States mutual aid protection better funded. More information to come from MABAS IL.
III. Fire Investigations Team – Via email from Bill Eckert
The fire investigation group held a training class with the Division 1 training officers on February 17th 2026. This was a demonstration of the Matterport Camera as an overview of its features and its operations at an incident.
IV. Communications / Box Alarms – Jeb Lyons
Updated the group on box alarms within the division over the last two months. Also thanked the division for the support of their personnel at the recent training downstate. 
V. Training Committee – Div/C Rob Kluzek
a. Leadership Seminar (Spring, 2026).
i. Speaker – Jason Hoevelmann – FDIC Keynote speaker and author of “No Exceptions Leadership and the New Company Officer.”
ii. Location – Harper College
iii. Price (outside division 1) - $50 
iv. Date is April 15, 2026
v. 08:30 registration, 09:00 start, 13:00 end
vi. All Division 1 members would be free
b. Harper College Training Facility – the Fire Simulator has been relocated to the college.  Still available to any Division 1 FD at their request.
c. Simulation Incident Command Tablet training – is available at Oakton Community College.
VI. Water Rescue Team - D/C Joe Markowski

a. Training. The team hosted an OSFM Water Rescue Operations class the week of 3/2-3/6. The team wrapped up the ice diving season with an interdivisional drill in Bartlett. Approximately 30 team members attended the drill over 2 days and worked on diving skillsets related to diving in overhead environments and lost diver emergency protocols. Next month, the team will conduct an open water training in Des Plaines.

b. Incidents - On 2/28/26 at 0900hrs, the team was dispatched to a Drowning Level 2 at 424 State Parkway in Schaumburg. The initial reports were for a car that drove into the water. Schaumburg companies arrived on scene and found a car fully submerged in a large retention pond. The vehicle was approximately 30 feet from the shoreline (trunk was visible from the shore). Team members from Division I towns arrived quickly and ready to deploy. Within minutes of arriving, the car was determined to be clear. Schaumburg remained on scene to assist with removing the vehicle from the water.


c. End of year report - Team leader Laird has prepared an end of year report for 2025.

d. Equipment - Lt. Laird communicated with our sonar representative to determine what laptop features and specifications are needed to run the side scan sonar software. He is requesting to purchase the laptop in this link to replace the outdate laptop we currently have. As a reminder, this sonar is a MABAS IL asset. However, MABAS IL said that the laptop replacement is not available from them. Side scan sonar is extremely valuable to us because it allows us to search large areas much faster than a sector scan operation.

VII. Technical Rescue Team – Div/C Rob Kluzek

a. Team Activations. There had been no call-outs.
b. Personnel. Roster updates continue. Currently there are 35 deployable members and 8 members in training. 
c. Equipment. Work on a concrete chainsaw replacement or repairs continue. MABAS will be providing new search cameras to the division teams in the next few months. Division 1 will be receiving once. Squad 55A underwent repairs to the charging system.
d. Training. January training was cancelled due to the extreme cold. February training was held at the Now Arena and covered vertical rescue skills.
e. Budget. $7,500 for 2026 with no funds allocated yet.

VIII. Hazardous Materials Team –B/C Matt Buzzard

a. Notable Incidents. Elk Grove Village had a “White Powder” incident at ABMC. A good reminder to use the “State Standard Protocol” to vet out the incident from a credibility standpoint. 

b. Administration.
i. The May Coordinator Meeting will have elections for positions. Mike Murphy is stepping down.
ii. Team Self-Evaluation is still ongoing.

c. Equipment. 
i. The team is having an issue with the purchase of CBRN canisters from 2025. Items were charged and paid for but not received. J. Hamilton is working to get a refund of approximately $1,500.
ii. A recent purchase of 36 mass decon kits for the division’s use has been made. This is part of the teams 2026 budget request. Replaces a small portion of the supplies (200 kits) relinquished when MABAS Decon 1 went away.
d. Training.
i. 1st Quarter drills happened in January, February, and March. Hosted by Mt. Prospect and Arlington Hts. worked with DOT306 incidents.
ii. 2nd Quarter drills are scheduled for April, May, and June. To be hosted by Buffalo Grove and Schaumburg covering HazMat RIT.
iii. TransCare will provide Railcar training in April or May at the CN yard in Bartlett. Eric for Barrington is heading up this training.
e. MABAS – RIID training for more screeners is coming. Reimbursable though STC grant funding. Priority is still Hoffman Estates and Mt. Prospect, then deployable team members.

IX. MABAS Division 1 Logistics – Chief Scott Mackeben
No report
X. Health & Safety Committee – Absent
No report
XI. Operational Guidelines / Policy Statements – DIC Anthony LaVacchi
i. [bookmark: _Hlk224633953]	OGPS #602 – MABAS Asset Tracking – D/C LaVacchi presented the final version of OGPS #602 for approval. After a brief discussion, a motion to approve OGPS #602, as presented, was made by Barrington and seconded by Inverness. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote (13-0).
ii. OGPS #305 – MABAS Passport for 5-year Review – This OGPS was presented for review, and will be considered for final approval at the next meeting. Suggestions are to be forwarded to D/C LaVacchi.

9. OLD BUSINESS
I. Inter-Divisional Box Alarm Cards – Still a work in progress, Chief Puccini and Chief Meyer are currently working on the updates and will have a recommendation at the next meeting.

  Squad 55A – Item was tabled until more information is received from Chief Puccini.  Will be discussed at the next meeting. 

10. NEW BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk224635529]Prehospital Blood Transfusion – Scott Renshaw presented the Prehospital Blood Transfusion program for our area and is looking for support from our MABAS Division.  This is to improve the outcome of critical patients during traumatic incidents. The model follows Division 4/5 that is already in place. A motion to support the program was given by Barrington Countryside and second by Inverness. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote (13-0).

11.   FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER

I. Next Chiefs’ Breakfast Meeting – Wednesday, April 1, at 7:30 am.
In Mt. Prospect location TBD.

II. IFCA May Symposium – East Peoria IL, May 5 - 7 2026.

III. Metropolitan Fire Chiefs Association Luncheon – Thursday, April 2nd, 2026 at 11:30 hours located at Medina Shrine Center, 550 North Shriners Dr. Addison.
12. NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, May 13th, 2026 at Arlington Hts. Fire Station #2 – 13:30 hours

13. ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Buffalo Grove and seconded by Hoffman Estates. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote (13-0) and the meeting was adjourned at 14:40 hours.

Respectfully submitted,

Pete Sutter

Secretary Pete Sutter
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