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MABAS Division I 

 Membership 
 

Members present at this meeting were: 
Arlington Heights Andrew Larson 

Pete Ahlman 
 

Palatine Scott Andersen 
Pat Gratzianna 
Paul Macaluso 
Matt Nagy 
 

Des Plaines Alan Wax 
Pete Dyer 

Palatine Rural Rich May 
 

Elk Grove 
Township 

Michael Nelson 
 

Rolling Meadows 
 

No Attendance 
 

Elk Grove Village Rich Mikel 
Nathan Gac 
 

Schaumburg Ken Koeppen 

Hoffman Estates Patrick Fortunato Streamwood No Attendance 
 

Mount Prospect Michele Kowalczyk 
Brian Lambel 

Wheeling Mike McGreal 

Northwest Central Cindy Brick 
Jeb Lyons 

Special Guests N/A 

Northwest 
Community 
Hospital 

No Attendance NICOR No Attendance 

                 
 
Call to Order:  
 
1340 Hours 
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Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Recognition of Members:   
 
Chief Andersen recognized Andrew Larson as Chief of Arlington Heights. Chief Larson 
was promoted February 14, 2019 due to the retirement of Ken Koeppen.   
 
Presentation: 
 
No presentations were provided at the March meeting.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Motion – Approve minutes of the January 09, 2019 meeting 
Made by:    Pat Fortunato 
Seconded by:  Rich May 
Motion passed by a unanimous vote.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Andrew Larson reported that as of the period ending February 28, 2019 the Checking 
account balance was $16,005.22 and the Money Market account balance was 
$36,519.20.   
 
Motion – To accept the Treasurer’s Report 
Made by:    Rich May  
Seconded by:  Pat Gratzianna 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
MABAS dues invoices will go out in March.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
MABAS Executive Board: 
 
Chief Andersen reported Mike McGreal attended the MABAS Training Summit in 
Bloomington between February 25 and March 1, 2019. Through Scott, Mike reported 
the CBRN canisters which were issued after September 11, 2001 will expire at the end 
of the year. MABAS will only replace the canisters of deployable special team members.  
 
MABAS 2019 Dues Schedule will reflect a 2.2% increase from 2018. 
 
With the retirement of Jeff Macko, Don Davids has been elected to serve as the 
MABAS-IL President. 
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First Responder Task Force: 
 
Pete Dyer gave an update on the Cook County Health and Hospital System – 
Pharmaceutical project. Pete advised all but 3 departments have submitted their 
member counts. Pete will work with each department individually to obtain and submit 
their counts. 
 
Communications/Box Cards:  
 
There were no box alarms to report on. Jeb Lyons and Cindy Brick stated Glenn 
Ericksen of MABAS has requested documentation each time a MABAS asset is utilized 
whether it be for training or emergent use. Jeb and Cindy described an interdivisional 
Box Alarm request for investigators from Division 3. With no established Division 1 Box 
Card, CDS did the best they could to fill the requested 5 investigators. Lastly, NWCDS 
has requested to be included in all Division 1 special team meetings. Notification can be 
made at: MABAS@nwcds.org.   
 
Training: 
 
Nathan Gac reported MABAS Division 1 is looking to increase attendance at the 
monthly training officer’s meetings. As a result, Nathan informed the meeting style and 
date will change. During even numbered months….. during odd numbered months…. 
Paul Macaluso gave a presentation to the group on Target Solutions – Enterprise 
Platform. Paul advised with use the divisional departments would be able to 
standardize, centralize, and share information. Through use of the bulletin board feature 
file sharing, program assignments, and Operational Guidelines / Policy Statements can 
be pushed out. It was suggested that the Division 1 Training Officers would function as 
the Enterprise site administrators. 
 
Motion – for MABAS Division 1 to adopt Target Solutions – Enterprise System, 
managed by the Division 1 Training Chief 
Made by: Brian Lambel 
Second by: Pat Fortunato 
Motion passed by a unanimous vote 
 
Water Rescue: 
 
Due to a scheduling conflict Doug Hoyt provided a report via email.  
 
MABAS Division 1 Water Rescue 
Chief Liaison Report, March 2019 
 
Team Leaders met on 3/6/10. (There was no February meeting as the Water Rescue 
Operations class was being held at the time and many of the team leaders were 
involved as instructors.) Meeting minutes have been posted. 
Lt. Todd Rishling reported on the MABAS Conference held in February. Some of the 
highlights: 
• Initially, the combined Cook County Swiftwater Rescue Team will be classified as 
a FEMA Type 3 team. As additional capabilities are achieved (more boat operators, 
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large animal rescue, helicopter assisted rescue, and medical capabilities), the plan is 
that the team will eventually achieve Type 1 status. 
• There are additional MABAS Divisional teams, especially in the southern part of 
the state, that are interested in designation as statewide deployable teams. They still 
have a long way to go, however. The current plan is to maintain the 14 deployable 
teams, although there may be some questions as to whether even that number is 
required. There may be more large-scale deployment / validation exercises coming up 
to see if teams actually meet the requirements. We are significantly ahead of the game 
as we have demonstrated our capabilities numerous times. Most recently, MABAS-
Illinois credited our demo for the IADRS as a deployment exercise.  
• The Chicago Fire Department (MABAS Div. 9) has a new Air-Sea Rescue 
commander, Jason Lach. He is very interested in doing more combined training with 
some suburban teams, including Division 1. 
There was discussion about the recent Ice Dive class that we sent several members to 
in Mundelein. There seemed to be some issues with how the class was handled 
(especially shore support, etc.). Team Leaders agreed that it would be in our best 
interest to look at being the host agency for future classes, especially if we have a 
number of people who need the class. 
We had some excellent reviews of the Water Rescue Operations class we hosted last 
month, including from departments outside our division (including several from southern 
Illinois). Thanks in large part to Arlington Heights allowing BC Wood to help instruct on 
his duty time, we were able to present the class well under budget (at a cost of less than 
$1600.00). Additionally, IFSI has been looking at partnering with somebody (Division 1, 
maybe?) to present this course. If we can work this out, it would lead to the possibility of 
making this a reimbursable class for personnel on the state deployment rosters. This is 
still in the very early stages of discussion; Lt. Rishling is going to follow up. 
With the Ice Dive class reschedule due to extreme cold, there was a discussion on 
weather parameters for training. Quite a few varying opinions, one suggestion was to 
consider if the National Weather Service has issued some kind of warning (wind chill, 
excessive heat, severe thunderstorm, etc.) for the area. Leaders will continue to discuss 
and come to some kind of consensus. 
Several Team Leaders noted that we have had a fair amount of turnover in the past few 
years, and that it would probably be worthwhile to look at hosting a series of initial 
training classes for new divers, possibly in June. This would include Basic Open Water / 
Public Safety Diver, Full Face Mask, Dry Suit and ERDI. More to come on this. 
Our annual MABAS Division 1 Water Rescue Seminar is Wednesday, March 13 (today, 
as of the Chief’s meeting). We continue to have excellent speakers from within and 
outside our division, and even though we have some presentations that are specific to 
Division 1, we still get a number of participants from throughout the region. 
 
The Division 1 team continues to be leaders in water rescue in the state. Our personnel 
have demonstrated this numerous times, at exercises, validations, by being chosen to 
host the IADRS conference last fall, in our annual seminar, the annual SAV, and every 
month at training and on calls. I’m humbled and proud to work with this exceptional 
group of team leaders. 
 
BC D. Hoyt…  
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TRT Team: 
 
Ken Koeppen gave the report for Dan Johnson and reported: 

• Training calendar is mapped out for 2019 with a combined TRT/Haz Mat drill on 
May 22nd. Still waiting on some other date confirmations. 

• Elk Grove hosted a Husqvarna saw/tool maintenance class which was well 
received. This is anticipated to be an annual training. 

• In the process of updating our skill requirements to mirror NFPA standards. This 
will meet the new OSFM continuing education requirements for Rope Operations. 

• February Drill at Schaumburg PCA was well attended and went well, indoor 
repelling and pick offs were practiced.  

 
HazMat Team:   
 
Paul Macaluso reported: 

• The team is experiencing a decrease in team members. Additional team 
members are needed. 

• Next Coordinators meeting will be held April 1, 2019. 
• The first consecutive monthly training was offered with the same topic. Previously 

25 contacts were typical for a single monthly training. With the new format 60 
contacts were experienced.  

• Over 60% of the team coordinators attended the January Haz-Mat RIT class at 
NIPSTA. 

• A training PPE cache was developed to lessen the impact on use of frontline 
PPE. 

• Midwest Haz-Mat conference upcoming in May. 
• Looking for financial assistance to offset cost of Haz-Mat IQ class. With thirty 

$100.00 stipends the class would cost individual departments $100.00. 
• Decon 1 inventory was completed by members of Arlington Heights. Work 

continues on additional items list and cost determination.  
• Elk Grove purchased Raman device. Raman is a complimentary technology to 

the Haz-Mat ID IMS.    
  
Division 1 Website 
 
No Update 
 
Operational Guideline/ Policy Statement Sub-Committee.   
 
Pat Gratzianna reported the committee continues to meet the second Wednesday of 
every month. Pat advised the goal is to bring 1 OG/PS forward each month for 
discussion.  
Pat provided an overview of OG/PS #320: Rehabilitation. 
 
Motion – To adopt the revised OG/PS #320: Rehabilitation  
Made By:   Alan Wax 
Seconded By:  Rich Mikel 
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Motion passed by a unanimous vote 
Pat stated the committee is looking for direction in OG/PS content. Pat stated they will 
utilize Division 3 for comparison. 
 
Pat inquired with the group about the Mass Causality Incident trailer procedure policy. 
Pat stated the policy was last updated in 1991. As a group it was decided the policy 
should be looked at and updated.    
 
Fire Investigations: 
 
Matt Nagy reported: 

• Arlington Heights is offering an eight hour photo class on April 19, 2019. 
• Crystal Lake and Division 5 will offer a 3 hour trace evidence class on May 15, 

2019. 
• Mundelein will host the three module Fire Investigator class September/October. 

This course normally costs $1,700 but is free to sign up through the state portal.     
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Alan Wax reported the MABAS IMAT trailer was relocated from Des Plaines to the 
MABAS Readiness Center. Additionally, the Cook County UASI IMAT trailer that was 
located in Elk Grove Township was relocated to Des Plaines.  
 
Scott Andersen reported the Logistics trailer which was utilized by the Palatine 
Emergency Management Agency is no longer used and as a result was also returned to 
MABAS.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Scott Andersen presented the Division 1 By-Laws for update and revision. After 
discussion a motion to approve was made. 
 
Motion – To adopt the revised Division 1 By-Laws as discussed during the February 
meeting. 
Made by: Rich Mikel 
Second by:  Rich May 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
  
Andrew Larson suggested as a result of multiple public service funerals locally, the 
Division purchase two United States flag’s for ceremonial use. In addition to the 
proposed flag purchase a suggestion was made to include spreader bars in the 
purchase. 
  
Motion: To approve the purchase of two United States flags and required accessories 
for display not to exceed $2,000.00 
Made by:   Scott Andersen 
Seconded by:  Rich May 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
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Scott Andersen reported the Division received a 95.54% rating from the recent SAV. 
Deficiencies noted relate to a low percentage of division members being Tier II 
credentialed, low NIMS compliance rate, and incomplete deployable team rosters. 
 
Michele Kowalczyk reminded the group that Tier II cards are needed for general 
deployments. The goal for each department is to have no less than 20% of department 
members credentialed as Tier II. Michele advised the fee for Tier II cards beyond the 
20% mark is $5.00 per member.  
Deployable teams may roster up to 30 members along with an additional 10 members 
rostered as trainees. It is the team leader’s responsibility to collect and provide Michele 
with the roster information. 
 
For the Good of the Order: 
 
Pat Fortunato advised Hoffman Estates has acquired their new Brush Truck and made it 
available for use on Box Cards. 
 
Rich Mikel offered to host the May 8, 2019 meeting at Elk Grove Fire Station 8 located 
at 700 Fargo Blvd.  
 
 
Adjournment:  
 
14:57 
 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting 
Made by:   Ken Koeppen 
Second by:   Rick May 
 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
 
Wednesday, May 8, 2019 @ 1330 hours 
Location – Elk Grove Village Station 8 – 700 Fargo  
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