
MABAS Division 1 Meeting – September 9, 2015 Minutes 
 

Mutual Aid Box Alarm System 
MABAS Division I 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
September 9, 2015 

 
President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer 

Chief Scott Andersen Chief John Malcolm Deputy Chief  
Bernie Lyons 

Palatine F.D. Mount Prospect  F.D. Arlington Heights F.D. 
39 E. Colfax Street 112 East Northwest Highway 1150 N. Arlington Heights 

Road 
Palatine, IL. 60067 Mount Prospect, IL. 60056 Arlington Heights, IL. 

60004 
(847) 202-6340 (847) 870-5660 (847) 368-5456 
sandersen@palatine.il.us 
 

jmalcolm@mountprospect.org  blyons@vah.com 
 

 
MABAS Division I 

 Membership 
 

Members present at this meeting were: 
Arlington Heights Ken Koeppen 

Pete Ahlman 
Palatine Scott Andersen 

Pat Gratzianna 
Doug Hoyt 
Paul Macaluso 

Des Plaines Pete Dyer Palatine Rural Hank Clemmensen 
Elk Grove Township Michael Nelson 

Hans Gustavsen 
Rolling Meadows 
 

Scott Franzgrote 

Elk Grove Village Richard Mikel Schaumburg William Spencer 
Hoffman Estates Jeff Jorian 

Tom Mackie 
Streamwood Chris Clark 

Mt. Prospect John Malcolm 
Brian Lambel 

Wheeling Dave Palmeri 
 

Northwest Central Nate Krause 
Cindy Brick 

  

  
 

  
 

                 
 
CALL TO ORDER 1330 Hours 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
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RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS 
Ms. Julie Groteke, Superflo Safe T Systems, gave a brief background on her company 
and demonstrated two of their products.  Bunker Boot Mate and webbing.  Brochures 
and business cards were made available. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion – Approval of minutes of the July 15, 2015 meeting. 
Made by: Ken Koeppen  
Seconded by: Rich Mikel  
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Scott Andersen reported that as of August 31, the “Checking” account balance was 
$24,805.48 and the “Money Market” account balance was $41,461.64* 
* includes money set aside from the HazMat fund.  
 
Motion – To accept the Treasurer’s report. 
Made by: Scott Franzgrote  
Seconded by:  Rick Mikel 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
MABAS Executive Board: Chief Andersen  
The next meeting is scheduled for October 14th in Peoria. 
 
First Responder Task Force: Deputy Chief Dyer 
No report 
 
Communications/Box Cards: NWCDS 
Update on box alarms since last meeting 
 
Training:  Assistant Chief Mackie 

•  Vice-Chairperson – Open position due to B/C Keenan (Elk Grove Fire) 
going back on shift. 

• Projects	
o Advanced Technician Firefighter 

§ Online program is complete. 
§ Practical skills training will be last week of October of first 

week of November. 
o Vehicle & Machinery Operations 

§ Nothing new to report 
o Incident Safety Officer 

§ Information is on the MABAS 1 website 
o Ventilation Trailer Grant 

§ Will work to submit in 2015 
§ Elk Grove Township will be the submitting town 
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Dive Team:  Battalion Chief Hoyt   
Division 1 will be receiving, in the near future, the following equipment from 
MABAS-IL: 

1 Rapid Deployment Craft (Fortuna boat); will be kept with the MABAS Boat Pack 
at Palatine 

1 Sidescan (towed) SONAR unit; will be kept at Elk Grove Village and will be part 
of the recovery package sent on deployments.  Committee discussed options for 
Sidescan Operators and decided to crosstrain currently rostered members.  We 
already have among that group Sector Scan and ROV operators, so this should 
not be a problem.  We would not need to make major adjustments to the 
deployment roster as well.  There will be a 3-day class, paid for by MABAS-IL for 
SONAR techs.   

ERD1 Class (Information only) 

4-day class the week of 10/26.  Paid for by individual departments. 

Ice Dive Class 

Last Ice Dive Tech class in Division was about 2 years ago.  We would like to 
host a class from Dive Rescue or ERDI in January.  A proposal for a Division 1-
funded class for at least 12 members will be put together for November meeting. 

Drills 

Working on ways to improve accountability at training dives, especially for sign-in 
and sign-out procedures.  (There have been instances where personnel signed in 
and dove, but had to leave before the end of the drill and did not sign out.)  
Committee also discussed importance of notifying the drill supervisor of new 
divers who are participating.  Training plan forms and sign-in / sign-out sheets 
will be updated, standardized and placed on the web site.  In training sessions, 
we will divide personnel into groups of 10 where possible to mimic deployment 
teams.  Committee also discussed use of data loggers to obtain accurate 
information as to depth and duration of dives. 

Division 1 Dive SOG 

SOG is complete; waiting to get final version back from Michele.   (OG #420 is 
now complete and posted on the web site.) 

TRT Team: Deputy Chief Spencer  
 
The recent drill at NIPSTA went very well.  During the drill two of the newer saws broke 
and will be repaired under warranty.  DC Spencer made the group aware that as TRT 
equipment ages we should develop a replacement schedule.  The current Paratech 
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system has approximately 5 years of life left and would cost approximately $45,000.00 
to replace in today’s dollars. 
 
Hazmat Teams: Lt. Paul Macaluso 

 
Decon equipment purchase almost complete.  Manifolds were purchased.  Only small 
items (brushes and detergent) left to purchase. 
  
Regulator valve for Paratech LSS kit may need to be purchased for both East and 
West.  MABAS did not purchase with the kits.  Approx. $550.00 per regulator.  Put on 
hold until Nov. meeting 
  
Need to calibrate old HMMRT Ludlum radiation meters x 5 at $125.00/meter = $625.00 
  
Request to purchase replacement Ludlum radiation meter cable at $66.00.  
Request to purchase Ludlum radiation extension poles with cables at $237.00 x 2 = 
$474.00 
  
Request to purchase one case of BioCheck 20/20 kits for both East and West.  Total= 
$695.00 
 
Motion – To approve up to $2,000.00 for radiation meter calibration and the purchase of 
a radiation meter cable, extension poles and one case of BioCheck 20/20 kits. 
Made By: Mike Nelson 
Seconded By: Rich Mikel 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
  
Proposed the purchase of  Ipads x 3  for technical reference use.  This led to a larger 
discussion on the technology needs of all three special team disciplines.  Chief 
Andersen will reach out to Water Rescue and Technical Rescue team leaders for input. 
  
Will develop a proposed budget for Haz Mat 2016 and submit at Nov. meeting. 
 
Division 1 Website: 
Remember to keep the information on the website current and accurate and update the 
Tech Log every day.  We can always use new pictures. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
MABAS Policy Update-Committee Report – D/C Lambel:   
• Three policies are ready to be reviewed. 

1) High Rise 
2) Change of Quarters 
3) Ideas / Suggestions for future policies 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Scott Andersen reports that Michele Kowalczyk, Mount Prospect Fire Department, will 
assume the role of Division 1 Administrative Liaison.  Once she has been trained by 
Christina Loomis Scott will send an e-mail with her contact information. 
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Because the regularly scheduled November meeting falls on Veteran’s Day the majority 
of those in attendance approved moving the November meeting to Wednesday 
November 4, 2015. 
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER   
Jeff Jorian reminded everybody of the golf outing on Friday October 2, 2015 at Highland 
Woods. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  1450 hours, 
 
NEXT MEETING  
Wednesday, November 4, 1330 hours at Arlington Heights Station 2. 


