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 Membership 
 

Members present at this meeting were: 
Arlington Heights Andrew Larson 

Pete Ahlman 
Dwayne Wood 

Palatine Scott Andersen 
Pat Gratzianna 
Paul Macaluso 
Matt Nagy 
 

Des Plaines Pete Dyer Palatine Rural Rich May 
 

Elk Grove 
Township 

Michael Nelson 
 

Rolling Meadows 
 

Terry Valentino 
 

Elk Grove Village Rich Mikel 
Lance Harris 
Nathan Gac 
 

Schaumburg Ken Koeppen 
Dan Johnson 

Hoffman Estates Jim Kotrba 
Tom Mackie 

Streamwood Mike Meyer 
 

Buffalo Grove Mike Baker 
Bill Wagner 

Cook County 
DHSEM 

Dave Olson 

Mount Prospect Bryan Loomis Wheeling Mike McGreal 
Northwest Central Not Present Special Guests 

 
Jeremy Enke – 
Chicago Water and 
Fire Restoration  

Northwest 
Community 
Hospital 

Not Present American Red 
Cross  

Elizabeth Corrigan 
Tanya Toribio 
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Call to Order:  
 
1331 Hours – November 13, 2019 Meeting  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Recognition of Members:   
 
Chief Larson recognized 29 years of service by Deputy Chief Pete Ahlman of Arlington 
Heights. Chief Larson thanked Deputy Chief Ahlman for his dedication and service not 
only to MABAS Division 1 but also the greater good of the fire service.   
 
Presentation: 
 
Elizabeth Corrigan / Tanya Toribio – Regional Disaster Response Manager for the 
Chicago and Northern Illinois area of the American Red Cross gave a brief presentation 
on the organizational offerings.  
  
Guests: 
 
Mike Baker – Buffalo Grove 
Bill Wagner – Buffalo Grove 
Jeremy Enke – Chicago Water and Fire Restoration  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Motion – Approve minutes of the September 11, 2019 meeting 
Made by:    Pat Gratzianna 
Seconded by:  Lance Harris 
Motion passed by a unanimous vote.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Andrew Larson reported that as of the period ending October 31, 2019 the Checking 
account balance was $46736.14 and the Money Market account balance was 
$52,289.35.   
 
Motion – To accept the Treasurer’s Report 
Made by:    Terry Valentino  
Seconded by:  Pete Dyer 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
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MABAS Executive Board: 
 
Chief Andersen reported that Rich Mikel attended the October, Illinois Fire Chief 
Conference in Peoria. Recently Chief Andersen inquired with all MABAS Division 1 
departments on their participation in the Stop-the Bleed campaign. Any department 
requiring assistance with the program is requested to contact Chief Andersen. Chief 
Andersen reported on feedback received from the recent Staff Assisted Visit. As a 
Division we received a rating of “Green” on all 193 judgement areas. As a Division we 
are challenged to maintain Special Team Deployable Rosters at 30 personnel and 
Training Rosters at 10 personnel.   
 
First Responder Task Force: 
 
No report provided this month. 
 
Communications/Box Cards:  
 
Chief Andersen provided the report due to NWCDS absence. Chief Andersen advised 
there were 3 box alarms since our last meeting in September.   
 
Training: 
 
The Training Committee is working on development of a continuity of training plan. Also 
the committee is working on enhancing their partnership with IFSI to increase training 
offerings to Division 1 member departments.  
 
Water Rescue: 
 
Division Chief Dwayne Wood reported there have been no DROWN II calls since July 
2019. Division Chief Wood advised the MABAS Division 1 Boat Pack has been 
relocated from Palatine to Des Plaines. Lastly, Division Chief Wood advised that 
MABAS Division 1 departments will have 1 spot reserved in each of the two upcoming 
Underwater Survival Course being offered in 2020. 
 
TRT Team: 
 

Deputy Chief Dan Johnson reported the Hurst Tools have been repaired. Additionally, 
Deputy Chief Johnson advised the team has recently purchased a Stihl saw.  
 
HazMat Team:    

Division Chief Paul Macaluso advised the OG/PS which defines the minimum standards 
for team members and training team members is being updated. Division Chief 
Macaluso reminded all attendees to continue updating their department team rosters. 
Lastly, Division Chief Macaluso spoke about a Haz Mat Level II call which occurred in 
Rolling Meadows on October 13, 2019. A white powder was identified but was 
determined not to be hazardous through various testing procedures. The call and 
response went exactly how we, as MABAS Division 1, members would have expected.  
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Division I Website 
 
No report provided this month.  
 
Operational Guideline/ Policy Statement Sub-Committee.   
 
Deputy Chief Pat Gratzianna reported the committee continues to meet the second 
Wednesday of every month. Pat provided an overview of two OG/PS this month. 
 
First was OG/PS #101: Sub-Committee. This is an OG/PS revision.    
 
Motion – To adopt Operating Guideline / Policy Statement #101: Sub-Committee.    
Made By:   Pete Dyer 
Seconded By:  Rich May  
Motion passed by a unanimous vote 
 
 
Second was #310: Change-Of-Quarters. This OG/PS is a revision.  
 
Motion – To adopt Operating Guideline / Policy Statement #310: Change-Of-Quarters. 
Made By:  Terry Valentino 
Seconded By: Rich Mikel 
Motion passed by unanimous vote 
 
Upcoming tasks include: 

• Crafting of a FOIA Document 
• Press Release form which mimics the PIO Format 
• IMAT 
• Light Trailer 
• Incident Command System adoption by MABAS 

 
Fire Investigations: 
 
Lt. Nagy reported, for the second year in a row, each team member was provided an 
opportunity to participate in 20 plus hours of training. Additionally, the team has 
successfully utilized the OSFM portal for recertification.    
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
There was no old business to be heard during the November meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Chief Andersen brought to the membership a request by the Buffalo Grove Fire 
Department to re-join MABAS Division 1 and a primary member.  
 
Motion – To accept Buffalo Grove Fire Department into MABAS Division 1 as a primary 
member as of January 1, 2020. 
Made By:  Rick Mikel 
Seconded By: Rich May 
 
 
For the Good of the Order: 
 
Chief Andersen advised MABAS Division 1 would maintain a status quo budget for 
2020. As a result of this, the fee for primary membership would remain at $5,000.00. 
With the addition of Buffalo Grove as a primary member it was recommended that each 
of the four MABAS Division 1 teams would receive an increase to their individual 
operating budgets of $1,250 each.  
 
Brian Loomis stated that Chief Lambel has expressed interest in the West Ambulance 
Billing IGA. Anyone else that is interested in exploring this opportunity should contact 
Chief Lambel. 
 
Division Chief Paul Macaluso informed the group that Chief Jim Walters and he had 
been elected as area 4 representatives to the IFCA. 
 
Chief Mikel informed the group that plenty of opportunities exist for participation in IFCA 
functions. 
 
Chief Mikel advised the Western Shelter is currently housed by Elk Grove Village. If 
anyone is interested in housing this asset please contact Rich.   
 
Adjournment:  
 
14:26 
 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting 
Made by:   Ken Koeppen 
Second by:   Pete Dyer 
 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020 @ 1330 hours 
Location – Arlington Heights; Station 2; 1150 N. Arlington Heights Road. 
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