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MABAS Division I 
 Membership 

 
Members present at this meeting were: 
Arlington Heights Pete Ahlman 

Ken Koeppen 
Bernie Lyons 

Palatine Scott Andersen 
Pat Gratzianna 
Doug Hoyt 
 
 
 

Des Plaines Alan Wax 
 

Palatine Rural  
 

Elk Grove Township Mike Nelson 
Hans Gustavsen 
  

Rolling Meadows 
 

Terry Valentino 
 

Elk Grove Village Richard Mikel 
 

Schaumburg William Spencer 
 

Hoffman Estates Jeff Jorian 
Tom Mackie 
 

Streamwood Chris Clark 
 

Mount Prospect Brian Lambel 
Michele Kowalczyk    
 

Wheeling  

Northwest Central Cindy Brick 
Sue Cooper 
 
 

CC DHSEM  

                 
 
Call to Order: 1330 Hours 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Recognition of Members:  None 
. 



MABAS Division 1 Meeting – September 2016 Minutes 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion – Approve minutes of July 6, 2016 meeting. 
Made by:  Jeff Jorian 
Seconded by:  Alan Wax 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Bernie Lyons reported that as of the period ending August 31, the “Checking” account 
balance was $16,259.70 and the “Money Market” account balance was $41,482.40  
 
Motion – To accept the Treasurer’s Report 
Made by:  Pat Gratzianna  
Seconded by:  Alan Wax 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
MABAS Executive Board  
Nothing new to report. There is a MABAS meeting in October in Peoria  
 
First Responder Task Force  
Nothing to report. 
 
Communications/Box Cards  
Sue Cooper said that NWCDS is going back to the old way of dispatching on box 
alarms. They will ask the Shift Commander what rig to send. Scott Andersen reminded 
all that we, each department, can still have those pre-determinations in place with the 
Shift Commander so that they may answer quickly when NWCDS calls.  
 
Training  
Tom Mackie reports that we were denied the Ventilation trailer grant, but our Division 
has submitted for a different grant from Firehouse Subs.  Also, ATF continues to go 
well.  We will be setting up another practical session soon.  
 
Water Rescue Team: 
They had a great Demo Day. A lot of Chiefs, MABAS, Media, and local officials were 
there and they were impressed. The team is looking into a supplied air system in the 
future.  
 
TRT Team 
The team is looking forward to their drill and NIPSTA on September 23. 
 
HazMat Team:   
Scott Andersen reports that Jim Conn is working with the East and West teams on 
budget proposals.  
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Division I Website 
Scott Andersen reports that the newest version will be live soon. The Deployable and 
Daily section should be easier to use and update.  
 
Operational Guideline/Policy Statement 
Doug Hoyt discussed the Water Rescue FOG’s. After some discussion and few minor 
changes all agreed it was useful. 
 
Motion - To accept the Water FOG’s guideline/policy. 
Made by:  Jeff Jorian 
Seconded by:  Ken Koeppen 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 
OLD BUISNESS 
 
• Fire Investigation Sub-Committee 

This sub-committee has been going very well.  Our investigators and assets have 
been getting together on a monthly basis to gain an overview of our capabilities. The 
training has been realistic, practical, interesting and counts for investigation training 
hours. This seems like it will become a full committee.  

 
• Capital Equipment 

Each team should put together a long range plan for capital purchases and 
replacements.  

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
• Nominations for 2017-2018 Executive Board Elections 

Members were asked if there were any new nominees for the next term of our 
Division’s Executive Board.  The current board members all indicated that they were 
happy to continue to serve in their current capacities. 

  
Motion - To nominate the current board members to the same positions for the 
November election meeting. 
Made by:  Bill Spencer 
Seconded by:  Koeppen 
Motion passed by unanimous vote.  

 
• Buffalo Grove Fire Department 

Buffalo Grove has shown an interest in attending our future meetings. All agreed that 
they would be quite welcome.  

 
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
Sam from Harper College has asked for and received permission to come to our 
November meeting.  
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There was a discussion about bariatric ambulances. All agreed that what separated 
truly heavy duty bariatric ambulances was the winch, Des Plaines is the only 
department with the ambulance with the winch and will be happy to help if available 
 
Special “thank you” to Deputy Chief Bill Spencer for 36 years of service. Bill has been a 
staple at these meetings, always helpful and always looking for ways for the Division to 
improve.  
 
We had a discussion about what canteens the departments were using, with pros and 
;cons to each.  Departments were asked that if you want to specify one, they should let 
NWCDS know. 
 
Schaumburg is going to a new system for standpipes that will require a key. Keys will be 
placed in the MABAS box.  
 
Richard Mikel thanked all for the information in the inspectional service survey. ISO will 
be coming to Elk Grove soon, so they will be making calls to gather information.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT (1420) 
Motion to adjourn made by: Bill Spencer 
Seconded by: Ken Koeppen  
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING  
Wednesday, November 9, at 1330 hours 
Location – Arlington Heights Station 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


