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MABAS Division I 
 Membership 

 
Members present at this meeting were: 
Arlington Heights Pete Ahlman 

Ken Koeppen 
Bernie Lyons 

Palatine Scott Andersen 
Pat Gratzianna 
Jim Conn 
Bill Gabrenya 
Doug Hoyt 

Des Plaines Alan Wax Palatine Rural Hank Clemmensen 
 
 

Elk Grove Township Mike Nelson 
  

Rolling Meadows 
 

Scott Franzgrote 
 

Elk Grove Village Richard Mikel 
Lance Harris 
Michael Sharp 

Schaumburg William Spencer 
 

Hoffman Estates Jeff Jorian 
Tom Mackie 

Streamwood Chris Clark 
Marv Kramer 

Mount Prospect Brian Lambel 
Michele Kowalczyk 

Wheeling Keith MacIsaac 
Dave Palmeri 
 

Northwest Central Cindy Brick 
 
 

CC DHSEM  

                 
 
Call to Order: 1331 Hours 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Recognition of Members:  We had a brief presentation from Angi Graham from Fire 
Recovery USA. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion – Approve minutes of the March 9, 2016 meeting 
Made by:  Ken Koeppen 
Seconded by: Scott Franzgrote 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Bernie Lyons reported that as of the period ending April 30th, the “Checking” account 
balance was $23,343.01 and the “Money Market” account balance was $41,475.42.   
 
Motion – To accept the Treasurer’s Report 
Made by:  Marv Kramer 
Seconded by: Ken Koeppen 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
MABAS Executive Board: Nothing to report 
 
First Responder Task Force: 
Chief Wax reported that our Division was 100% turned in for the pharmaceutical tally. 
Good job to all.  
 
Communications/Box Cards:  
Cindy Brick reported only one box alarm since last meeting.  
 
Training: 

• Tom Mackie reports that the practical skills portion of the Advanced Tech 
Firefighter program, including live fire, went well.  

• The ventilation trailer grant has been submitted. 
• Tom also introduced a representative from Bullex who gave a demonstration on 

a fire extinguishment simulator. This was an impressive machine that can serve a 
number of training needs, from hand-line simulations to extinguisher drills. All 
present agreed it was worthy of further investigation, but not committing funds to 
it at this time.	
	

Motion – Table discussion on purchasing a Bullex prop until grant opportunities can be 
explored. 
Made by: Hank Clemmensen 
Seconded by: Keith MacIsaac 
Motion passed by unanimous vote.  
 
Water Rescue Team: 
• The Swift Water training has started. Those classes are eligible for overtime and 

backfill. When trained, we will add Swift Water as another deployable team on our 
website and with NWCDS. 

• The radio drill in April went well and was good for the Divemasters.  
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• Scott Andersen added that the maintenance on the Boat Pack was done in-house 
for about $200, but further maintenance needs to be done at the Marina. 

Motion - An amount not to exceed $2,000 annually for Boat Pack maintenance.  
Made by: Hank Clemmensen  
Seconded by: Scott Franzgrote 
Motion passed by unanimous vote.  
 
TRT Team: 
Scott Andersen discussed that some TRT equipment is going to have to be replaced in 
three to five years. Our Division will ask MABAS about replacements, but we also must 
be prepared to replace our equipment.  All Teams should review their capital plans and 
we can look at options like grants or dues increases in the future.   
 
HazMat Team:   

• Jim Conn reports that the HazMat Team is making the Deployment drill a priority. 
He also reminds everyone that OSFM will no longer recognize Tech A and Tech 
B. There will only be TECHNICIAN, an 80-hour class. So if you only have Tech 
A, you will have until the end of 2017 to get your Tech B so that you can apply for 
TECHNICIAN, otherwise you will have the take the 80-hour course.  

• The 2016 ERG books are in.  West team should contact Jim; East Team should 
contact Mount Prospect.  

 
Division I Website 
The notification drills allowed Team leaders to work with the pages on the Division 
website. These drills have been good practice, and the website has been upgraded to 
more effectively meet the needs of our Team leaders.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Operational Guideline/ Policy Statement Sub-Committee   
Dave Palmeri presented the Incident Command OP/PS 
 
Motion - Accept the Incident Command OP/PS 
Made by: Pat Gratzianna  
Seconded by: Ken Koeppen 
Motion passed by unanimous vote.  
 
Relocation of MVU-1 (Elk Grove Village) 
The MVU will be relocated to Elk Grove Station #9.  
 
Technology Sub-Committee Update 
Battalion Chief Michael Sharp gave an excellent presentation on the option for tablets.  
After much discussion and feedback, the group decided that purchasing three GETACS 
was the best option. 
 
Motion – Allow the Technology Sub-Committee up to $11,000 to purchase three tablets 
and accessories. 
Made by: Hank Clemmensen 
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Seconded by: Ken Koeppen 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
MABAS sticker distribution  
Scott Andersen passed out the MABAS stickers for station MABAS cabinets.  
 
Deployable Special Teams response drill update   

• Many deployment drills have been done, and have gone well.  Others are still 
scheduled. Reminder that the deployable team can have up 30 people Tier II 
credentialed. We need to make sure ALL changes are up-to-date and accurate 
(people, phone numbers, carriers…), especially for the MABAS list.  

• Also, Departments who house MABAS assets should have contingency plans on 
who gets these assets where they need to be if Department personnel are not 
available.   

 
CCDHSEM Equipment Audit  
No news.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

• NWCDS EPage updates – make sure lists are accurate. 
• Fire Investigation Sub-Committee.  Team leader meeting on May 18. 
• An Emergency Management Sub-Committee will be looked into to share best 

practices. 
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
Alan Wax reminded everyone to get their 2015 stats turned in. 
 
ADJOURNMENT (1509) 
Motion made by: Ken Koeppen 
Seconded by: Jeff Jorian 
 
NEXT MEETING  
Wednesday, July 6, at 1330 hours 
Location – Arlington Heights Station 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


