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MABAS Division I 

 Membership 
 

Members present at this meeting were: 
Arlington Heights Pete Ahlman 

Ken Koeppen 
Bernie Lyons 

Palatine Scott Andersen 
Pat Gratzianna 
Jim Conn 
Bill Gabrenya 

Des Plaines Pete Dyer 
Alan Wax 

Palatine Rural Rich May 
Hank Clemmensen 
 

Elk Grove Township Michael Nelson 
Hans Gustavsen 

Rolling Meadows 
 

Scott Franzgrote 
Terry Valentino 
 

Elk Grove Village Lance Harris 
Todd Rishling 

Schaumburg William Spencer 
 

Hoffman Estates Greg Schuldt 
Tom Mackie 

Streamwood Chris Clark 
 

Mount Prospect Brian Lambel Wheeling Dave Palmeri 
 

Northwest Central Nate Krause 
 
 

CC DHSEM  

                 
 
Call to Order: 1333 Hours 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Recognition of Members:  Chief Greg Klaiber, Evanston Fire Department (IFCA 
Representative) 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion – Approve of minutes of the November 4, 2015 meeting 
Made by:  Ken Koeppen 
Seconded by: Alan Wax 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Bernie Lyons reported that the “Checking” account balance was $15,493.17 and the 
“Money Market” account balance was $41,468.56.   
 
Motion – To accept the Treasurer’s Report 
Made by:  Hank Clemmensen  
Seconded by: Bill Spencer 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
MABAS dues invoices will go out at the end of February  
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
MABAS Executive Board: 
Chief Andersen advised that the MABAS SAV will be coming with Chief Kimura visiting.  
 
First Responder Task Force: 
Deputy Chief Dyer reminded everyone that the Pharmaceutical tally forms are due by 
the February 28th deadline. 
 
Communications/Box Cards:  
There were 9 Box Alarms in 2015:  1 Ambulance, 4 Fire and 4 Change of Quarters. 
 
Training: 
Tom Mackie reported there are 28 participants enrolled in the Advanced Technician 
Firefighter class.  Practical training will take place during April.  Also, there has been no 
movement in the online vehicle training class. 
 
Water Rescue: 
Todd Rishing provided an update to the meeting. 
 

§ A new MABAS asset has been delivered, the Rapid Deployment Craft (RDC). 
§ We will not be participating in the March Dive Rescue training at Lake McHenry.  

Instead, Division I will host a 4 hour Dive Training seminar on March 10. 
 
The Dive team inquired as to whether the $6,300 funding could be deposited directly 
into their account. This led to a lengthy discussion on whether or not the Dive team 
should have their own checking account and how to regulate the account.  Decision was 
made there really is no need for them to have the own account.   
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TRT Team: 
Nothing to report 
 
HazMat Team:   

§ Jim Conn reports the total budget for East and West is $4,500. This is for 
maintenance and consumables.   

Motion:  Approve $4,500 HazMat budget. 
Made by:  Hank Clemmensen 
Seconded by:  Will Spencer 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

§ HazMat classes are being scheduled. 
 
Division I Website 
Nothing to report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Operational Guideline/ Policy Statement Sub-Committee.   
 
Dave Palmeri reported the current status: 

§ The Sub-Committee has better participation. 
§ Incident Command Structure Policy is a huge undertaking.  It is currently 34 

pages long.  If definitions are posted to the site, it could be reduced by 22 pages 
potentially dropping the policy to a total of 12 pages.   

§ Changes will be ready to review at the next meeting.  Section 5 (forms) will be 
reviewed separately. 

§ D/C Palmeri thanked the group for adding members to this committee. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Nomination and Vote for Vice President  

Nomination was submitted for Chief Rich Mikel  
Nominations from the floor: None 
 
Motion:  Accept the nomination of Rich Mikel as Vice President  
Made by: Scott Franzgrote 
Seconded by: Bill Gabrenya 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 
Technology Sub-Committee Update 
Elk Grove and Palatine have an interest in sitting on the sub-committee.  If there is no 
other interest in the committee, they will be moving on. 
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FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 

§ Scott Franzgrote shared that Rolling Meadow’s collective bargaining agreement 
is considering including the Battalion Chiefs.  He does not agree with this.   

§ Scott Franzgrote questioned the definition of a “Company Officer” and asked if 
anyone had a good source for definitions.   

§ It was noted that Evanston also includes the Battalion Chiefs in the collective 
bargaining unit.   

§ Brian Lambel collected $300 for a Christmas gift for Connie.  She did receive it 
and will be sending a thank you. 

§ Brian Lambel shared that Mount Prospect will be putting Engine 13 back in 
service in March.  This comes as a result of acquiring 6 new firefighters though 
the SAFER Grant.  Two are currently on shift and four are at the academy.   

§ Alan Wax said Operation North Pole was a huge success and thanked everyone 
for their support and feedback. 

§ Mobile Integrated Healthcare beta-test is moving forward. 
§ Alan Wax asked if anyone has paramedics on the Swat Team?  Hoffman Estates 

has one on the Swat Team. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT (1416) 
Motion made by: Will Spencer 
Seconded by: Ken Koeppen 
 
 
NEXT MEETING  
Wednesday, March 9, at 1330 hours 
Location – Arlington Heights Station 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


